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October registrations show best gain of 2009 
· New car registrations were up 31.6% in October to 168,942 units
· Year-to-date registrations at 1,685,981, down 12.3% 

· Fourth month of growth sustained by the Scrappage Incentive Scheme (SIS)
· Private demand up 86% in the month, further supporting positive impact of SIS
“October has seen this year’s biggest monthly increase in registrations with the successful scrappage scheme accounting for over 20% of them,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “We have seen additional demand created by the extension of the scheme and customers wanting to avoid the VAT increase planned for January. Encouragingly, there has also been an increase in demand in the fleet and business sectors, which will be critical in sustaining recovery next year.” 

Change in monthly new car registrations by sales type, 2008-2009
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	October
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	168,942
	69,207
	98,407
	1,328
	89,532
	72,954
	6,456

	2008
	128,352
	58,540
	68,883
	929
	48,148
	74,445
	5,759

	% change
	31.6%
	18.2%
	42.9%
	42.9%
	86.0%
	-2.0%
	12.1%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.0%
	58.2%
	0.8%
	53.0%
	43.2%
	3.8%

	Mkt share '08
	
	45.6%
	53.7%
	0.7%
	37.5%
	58.0%
	4.5%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	1,685,981
	700,181
	972,767
	13,033
	843,720
	756,112
	86,149

	2008
	1,922,771
	832,200
	1,076,056
	14,515
	817,102
	987,089
	118,580

	% change
	-12.3%
	-15.9%
	-9.6%
	-10.2%
	3.3%
	-23.4%
	-27.3%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.5%
	57.7%
	0.8%
	50.0%
	44.8%
	5.1%

	Mkt share '08
	
	43.3%
	56.0%
	0.8%
	42.5%
	51.3%
	6.2%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	October
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	8,812
	
	1
	Fiesta
	101,392

	 
	2
	Astra
	7,415
	
	2
	Focus
	80,532

	 
	3
	Focus
	6,668
	
	3
	Corsa
	74,287

	 
	4
	Corsa
	6,332
	
	4
	Astra
	56,657

	 
	5
	Golf
	4,630
	
	5
	Golf
	48,241

	 
	6
	207
	4,397
	
	6
	207
	41,019

	 
	7
	Clio
	3,613
	
	7
	MINI
	32,910

	 
	8
	i10
	3,230
	
	8
	3 Series
	32,294

	 
	9
	MINI
	3,120
	
	9
	Insignia
	32,022

	 
	10
	500
	2,989
	 
	10
	Mondeo
	29,531


Scrappage scheme continues to boost recovery in new car market into October
· New car registrations rose for a fourth successive month in October and growth, at 31.6%, was the strongest yet. The growth, from a weak base in 2008, reflects the positive impact on registrations from the Scrappage Incentive Scheme.

· The market had been expected to grow, on a 23% fall last October, but recovery was better than expected. Volumes were 3.9% ahead of the 1999-2008 average for the month of 162,658 units.

· Demand over the first ten months of the year is still 12.3% or 236,790 units down on last year. Registrations are expected to continue to grow in the final two months of the year, ending 2009 at 1.928 million units, some 200,000 shy on 2008.

· Private registrations almost doubled on the 2008 outturn and year-to-date volumes are now 3.3% above last year’s level. Year-to-date fleet and business demand remains subdued.

· Ford’s Fiesta was the best selling model in the month, for the eighth time in 2009. Seven of the top ten best sellers in October were in the mini or supermini segment. Registrations of small cars have been boosted by the scrappage scheme and impact of new models. The mini segment rose by 200% in October and the supermini segment was up 47.9%. Several other segments also posted growth in the month.

· Alternatively fuelled vehicle registrations rose strongly for a second successive month (+42.9%), helped by new and revised models. Diesel penetration fell again, as the small cars the scrappage scheme tends to favour are predominantly petrol-engined.  

Notes:


The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  


The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 65% of total manufacturing turnover and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce each vehicle is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" �www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.











November 2009


The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


November 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 09:00 am 4 December 2009








